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	ASSING, V. (1999): A revision of Ilyobates KRAATZ, 1856 (Coleoptera: Staphylinidae, Aleocharinae, Oxypodini). - Beitr. Ent. 49: 295-342. 

The revision yielded the following results:
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	Catalogue of the species of Ilyobates


	Species
	Distribution

	Ilyobates nigricollis (Paykull, 1800) 
= Ilyobates haroldi IHSSEN, 1934 
= Ilyobates nigricollis deubeli BERNHAUER, 1902, syn. n. 
= Ilyobates hoelzeli SCHEERPELTZ, 1947, syn. n. 
	Europe, from the north of the Iberian Peninsula, the south of Great Britain and northern Europe to the northwest of the Russian Federation and the Balkans

	Ilyobates bennetti DONISHORPE, 1914 
= Ilyobates subopacus PALM, 1935, syn. n.
	Widespread in Europe, from France (except for the southwest), the British Isles and northern Europe to the west of the Russian Federation, Ukraine, the Caucasus region, and the Balkans; introduced in North America

	Ilyobates propinquus (AUBÉ, 1850) 
= Ilyobates rufus KRAATZ, 1856
	Western, central and southeastern Europe, absent from northern Europe and northern Central Europe

	Ilyobates mech (BAUDI, 1848) 
= Calodera sulcicollis AUBÉ, 1850 
= Ilyobates hustachei MÉQUIGNON, 1933, syn. n. 
= Ilyobates pseudomech LOHSE, 1994, syn. n.
	Alps, Corse, Sardinia, Carpathians, SE Europe, Caucasus?

	Ilyobates merkli EPPELSHEIM, 1883
	Southeast of Central Europe, southeastern Europe

	Ilyobates mirabilis sp. n.
	Slovenia


	Key to the species of Ilyobates


	Due to enormous intraspecific variation and consequently considerable character overlap, a safe identification often requires the examination of the primary sexual characters. Abbreviations: HW = head width; PW = width of pronotum; PL = length of pronotum.

	1.  Punctation of pronotum at least in central area ± longitudinally confluent and rugose; surface in median area usually completely mat.  Anterior transverse impressions of abdominal terga III - VI with long and very distinct median carina.  Eyes bulging and much shorter than postgenae in dorsal view.  Pronotal pubescence directed ± laterad in lateral area. 
Male: ventral process of aedeagus more distinctly delimited from lateral parts of median lobe, in lateral view strongly bent; internal sac with very large sclerotized apical structure and further structures of characteristic shape (Figs). 
Female: spermatheca ± S-shaped (Fig). ............... ........................ I. mech (BAUDI)

	-   Punctation of pronotum often very dense, but not confluent, delimited at least by narrow ridges.  Anterior transverse impression of terga III - IV at most with short and less distinct median carina.  Eyes often larger and less bulging, pronotal pubescence in most species directed more diagonally postero-laterad.  Sexual characters different.... 2

	2.  Anterior transverse impressions of abdominal terga V - VI with longer, those of terga III - IV with very short median carina.  On average smaller species (HW: <0.84; PW: <1.12; PL: <1.07).  More widespread species. ............................................... 3

	-   Anterior transverse impressions of abdominal terga III - VI without trace of median carina.  On average larger species (HW: >0.74; PW: >1.04; PL: >0.93). 
Distribution confined to the southeast of Central Europe and to southeastern Europe. .......................................................................................................................... 5

	3.  Punctation of pronotum fine, distinctly finer than that of head and elytra. Pubescence of pronotum in latero-median areas directed more laterad. 
Male: aedeagus and internal structures as in Figs. 
Female: spermatheca as in Fig. ............................................. I. propinquus (AUBÉ)

	
-   Punctation of pronotum coarser, not distinctly finer than that of head.  Pubescence of pronotum in latero-median area directed diagonally postero-laterad.  Sexual characters different. ............................................................................................ 4

	4.  On average larger species.  Punctation of head and pronotum on average less dense, surface therefore usually with some shine.  (Due to considerable character overlap, the sexual characters should always be examined.) 
Male: aedeagus in ventral view distinctly broader and with wider ventral process; internal structures of characteristic shape (Figs). 
Female: spermatheca with longer and near capsule thinner duct (Fig.)............................................................................. I. nigricollis (PAYKULL)

	-   On average smaller species (HW: <0.72; PW: <0.93; PL: <0.88).  Punctation of head and pronotum on average denser, surface therefore usually ± mat. 
Male: aedeagus in ventral view slender and with narrower ventral process; internal structures of characteristic shape (Figs). 
Female: spermatheca with shorter and near capsule wider duct (Fig.) 
.................................................................................... I. bennetti DONISHORPE

	5.  Pronotum with coarse and dense punctation, surface ± mat; pronotal pubescence in lateral area ± transverse.  Eyes smaller and more bulging. 
Male: aedeagus in ventral view with more slender ventral process and with internal structures of characteristic shape and arrangement (Figs). 
Female: unknown. ...................................................................... I. mirabilis sp. n.

	-   Punctation of pronotum fine and relatively sparse, distinctly finer than that of elytra, surface of pronotum with more shine; pronotal pubescence in lateral area directed ± diagonally postero-laterad.  Eyes larger and moderately convex. 
Male: aedeagus in ventral view with broad ventral process; internal structures different (Figs). 
Female: spermatheca as in Fig... ........................................ I. merkli EPPELSHEIM


	Ilyobates Kraatz: illustrations of genitalia
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	I. propinquus
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