
INTRODUCTION 

Several keys to all the family Clnysomelidae o[ Europe were published in the 20'b 
cenlury, bul all o[ them wel'e Iimiled to pal'liculru' al'eas. These were: for Italy PORTA 
(1934), [or Hungary KASZAB (1062) , for Cenlral Europe MOHR (1966), for Poland 
WAltCllAWWSKI (1971-1973), for Bulgaria GrwEv and TOMov (1076-1D77), Faunological 
works containing identification keys have been pru'lly published: [or Ukraine BltOVVY 
(1973: Gale17lcinae, 1977: Gkrysomelinae, 19R3: Gassidinae) for Central and SF. 
Europe WAllCHALOWSIG (1085-2000: whole family), for France DocUET (1994 :HaUicinae) 
and for iberian Peainsula PC' I'I'I'PlEltItE (2000: Eupo£iu and Gumplosomutu), 

The cha1'3.cter of evolution of some species groups or even genera (1'i1llfl1'cllU, 
Gilt/onus) precludes effeclive use of dicholomy principles. In such cases, usually 
perlaining to a complex of forms or Ihe so calied geographic species, Ihe laxonomic 
rank given in the key (species, subspecies, aberration) is only tentative, 

There exisls a numbel' of insuffiCiently described taxa not exam.ined by the author. 
Tills pertains especialiy 10 an array o[ species and varieties described by Maurice PIC, 
Names of such taxa o[ doubtful taxonomic status and position arc provided ,vith 
question mal'ks, also in the index. 

The key waS conslrucled according 10 Ihe state of knowledge of 2000, Descriplions and 
changes in the taxonomy of Ihe family inlroduced laler Iha.n Ihal date were laken inlo 
accounl only pru'lIy, The key is simple, It includes diagnostic characters, and, at the level o[ 
pal'liculal' species, usually supplementalY charactel's, hody length, synonyms, vaJ'ieties 
and a general outline of dislt'ibulion, 

Synonymous and subspeeific names ciled in Ihe lexl of keys consist only o[ a 
binomen, author's name and yeal' (with no parentheses to avoid doubling them), In 
case o[ species [01' which 1ll00'e than a few varieties were descl'ibed , only the most 
important varieties have been consideJ'ed. 

The discussed area includes: Canary Islands, Madeira, whole Europe eastwaJ'ds to 
Ul'a l Mts, N M 'ica soulhwal'ds to Salml'a, Sinai, Israel, Lebanon, W Syria, Asia Minot' 
and Caucasian counll'ies, 

The 504 colour illuslrations are Ihe work of aulhor, excepl Iwo (phot. 185 and 192) 
bOl'l'owed [rom K. Dovgailo (Minsk), in litt. 

I am grateful 10 Prof. Dr. Lech Borowiec (Wroclaw) [01' reading Ihe mannscript o[ the 
key 10 Gassidinae a nd offel'ing useful suggestions, and to DI', Beala M. Pokrys7.ko 
(Wroelaw) for Ihe linguistic corrections, 1 would like also 10 Ihank wannly my delli' 
Friends Man[red Dobel'l (Abensberg'), Horst Kippenberg (Herzogenaurach), and 
MaUhias Scholler (Berlin) fOl' Iheir SUPPOI't, encouragement and constructive advice. 

IDENTIFICATION KEYS 

Key 10 subfruuili es 

1. Vertex pl'ojecting [ot'WaJ'd, moulh directed obliquely posleriorly and downward 
(opistognalh), body latel'ally flattened or covered by spines ... , , .... , ... , .. 2, 
Hea.d normal, moulh diJ'ecled obliquely forward and downwal'd (pl'ognalh) or 
downward (hypognath), body without spines, usually convex, , , , , , , , , , , , , . , 3, 
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2. Pl'onotwn with expanded mru'gins covering head, uppm' side without spines 
... . . . ..... . .. . . . ............... . ... . .......... .. . Cassidi1UU! (p. 556). 

Pro not urn without marginal expansions, head [ree, upper side in most W 
Palaeal'ctic genera covered with spines at least along the mal'gins o[ elytl'on 
· ... . . .. . ..... . ......... . ... . . . ............. . . . ..... Hispi1UU! (p. (55). 

3. Head narrowed postel'iorly, pronotum considerably nal'I'owel' than elytl'on, 
pronotal sides not mal'/:~iued . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 4. 
Head not narrowed posteriorly, pl'onotUITl broad, pl'onotal sides usually margined 
.. . .... .. ...... . ... . . .. ........... .. .... ......................... 9. 

4. Antennal i118el·tious approxin13te . . ........ ....... .. . .... Donacii1UU! (p. 7) . 
Antennal insel·tions separated by width 01 frons ............... . . . ........ 5. 

5. Hlnd lemul' stl'Ongly swollen, body covered with long, erect hairs. Antenna 
short, bm'cly renching beyond humerus, distal segments genel'ally broadel' than 
long, mow 01' less dentate ...... . .................. Megalopodi1UU! (p. 20) . 
Hind [ernul' not swollen, body not covel'ed with long, el'ect hairs ............ 6. 

Il. Tarsal claws generally bifid 01' toothed internally; pl'onotum often toothed latel'ally 
...................... . .................... . ..................... 7. 

Tarsal claws simple, sometimes coalescent, ]lI'onotum never toothed laterally 
· ....................................... .......... Orioceri1UU! (p. 20). 

7. Side 01 pronotum with a 11I'ominent swelling or with 2- 3 distinct teeth ....... 8. 
Side of pl'onotum evenly l'Ounded; body mther nan'ow, elongate . . ....... . ... . 
· .................... ........ . ............. ... .. Orsodacni1UU! (p. 18). 

S. Side o[ pronotum with a pl'ominent swelling antel'ior to constl'icted base; body not 
natlened .... ................ . ....... ......... .. Zeugoplwri1UU! (p. 19). 
Side 01 pronolum with 2-3 Shal'll teeth; body natlencd ...... Syneti1UU! (p. (88). 

D. FOI'm 01 body subcylindl·ical. Py/,~dium lal'ge, slolling; midd le 3 abdominal stel'nites 
narrow, often constl'icted in central pOI·tion .... . ............ . ....... . . . 10. 
ForlU of body mOI'e 01' less ovate 01' I'ounded, not subcylindrical. Pygidium genel'Ully 
flattened, middle 3 abdominal stel'llites DevOl' eonsll'icted ........ ...... .. 11 . 

to. Antenna senate, shorter than half body length ......... . .. Clythri1UU! (p. 29). 
Antenna fililol'm , usually longel' than half body length . . ... . ......... ... .... . 
· . ...... .... ... ..... . . ....................... Oryptocephnli1UU! (p. 86). 

11. Antennae closely inserted on II'ont of head ... ............ . ........... . 12. 
Antennae not closely insel'led, sepal'ated by lI'ons ...................... t3. 

t2. Hind [emul' swollen, adapting for jumping ............... Haltici1UU! (p. 362). 
Hind felULU' not swollen ............... ..... ......... Galeruci1UU! (p. 32G) . 

13. Undel'side 01 pl'othol'lLX grooved fOI' I'ecelltion 01 antenna, abdomen gl'ooved fOl' 
I'eception of hind legs. Body ovifonn, convex ...... Lamprosomati1UU! (p. 188) . 
Underside of pl'othorax and abdomen not grooved ...................... 14. 

14. Thil'd tal'sal segment deeply bilobed. PI'othol'llx genemlly nal'I'ower than elytl'a 
basally ... ..... ...................... . ....... . . . . ]i}umolpi1UU! (p. 189) . 
Thil'd tW'sal segment not bilobed, entil'e or lllodel'ately emarginate. Pl'Othol'ax 
genel'ally as bl'oad as clyll'll basally . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Chrysomeli1UU! (p. 205) . 
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